
Add a personalised touch to your Christmas 
gifting by adding in a customised 
or experiential element to specially  
selected items. Chong Seow Wei  
puts on her personal shopper hat  
and puts together unique pairings  
for all the colourful characters 
in your life
Photography  soon tong/ 
Calibre PiCtures and ideas    
Styling  Yong woei na

Doodles, inspirations and random 
thoughts need a collection point. 
Sign the Creative Mastermind up for 
a workshop with homegrown stationer 
bynd artisan (byndartisan.com), to 
make his own leather notebook under 
the guidance of a craftsman, then have it 
embossed or foil-stamped with his name 
or initials. A pen like this limited edition 
Montblanc Patron of Art Edition Henry E. 
Steinway makes a stylish complement. 

Golf 

Enth
usia

st

Book a consultation with 
a master perfumer at 
Fragrance du bois 
(01-07 The Fullerton 
Hotel Singapore) for the 
Scent-sationalist to create 
her own one-of-a-kind 
fragrance. But before she 
embarks on her fragrance 
sampling sessions, inspire 
her with this exquisite 
lalique 2 Anemone 
perfume bottle. 

Scen
t-sa

tion
alist

If a traditional 18-hole isn’t 
enough to satiate, an unlimited 
golf and spa treatments package 
by banyan tree lăng Cô 
will. A visual feast of green 
mountains, national parks and 
UNESCO heritage sites surround 
the central Vietnam property, 
and this getaway is available 
for bookings till December 17 
(banyantree.com). Make the 
Jaermann & stübi Hole In One 
HO2 watch (Paresa Collection, 
10 Winstedt Road, tel: 6356 6298) 
par for the course.

Creative 
Mastermind

Set the Art Nut on a less 
chartered course of 
discovery of Argentina’s 
rich art culture with a 
specially crafted itinerary 
by Jacada travel 
(jacadatravel.com), with 
knowledgeable natives 
and expert insiders as 
her private guides. In 
Buenos Aires, the tour 
operator offers private 
tours to key art museums, 
unprecedented access 
into the ateliers and 

Art Nut

True 
Oenophile

Wine lovers would 
appreciate a Christofle 
wine decanter and wine 
glasses, but you can take 
the True Oenophile’s 
appreciation to the next level, 
by making him a vineyard 
owner and winemaker. 
Purchase three to 10 acres 
of private vineyard with 
Argentine wine company, 

the Vines of Mendoza 
(vinesofmendoza.com), 
where he can learn the 
ropes from the professional 
team on-site, from sowing 
and harvesting to packaging 
and shipping. c
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homes of local artists 
and private art collectors, 
meals with renowned 
critics and industry pros, 
and nights at luxurious 
accommodations. Match 
the arty vibe with art-
inspired accessories like 
this burberry bag and 
dior heels.
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Global
 

Gastro
nome

Hippie 
Traveller

With a starting price tag of 
US$8m, Antwerp-based 
world of diamonds will 
whisk the Magpie off to a 
diamond mine in Russia to 
pick out a rock (or rocks) 
of her choice. A team of 
designers and craftsmen 

will then create a unique 
piece of jewellery—that can 
then be fittingly housed in 
this handcrafted diamond 
jewellery box by linley 
(davidlinley.com). This is 
a by-invite-only service 
(worldofdiamonds.tv). 

Your Glamour Queen BFF will 
love the chance to bling up her 
phone. goldgenie (goldgenie.
com) can embellish it with 
Swarovski crystal motifs, but 
why stop there? She can 
have the back and sides of 
her smartphone plated in 24K 
gold, rose gold or platinum, or 

get a brand new phone with 
these customisations done. All 
custom jobs come back in a 
cherry oak finish display case. 
For her to show off her pimped 
out smartphone after, tote it in 
this clear Charlotte olympia 
Ornate Pandora clutch (at 
On Pedder).

Whether it’s on your 
skin or in your tummy, 
chocolate is a truly 
indulgent remedy for 
the mind, body and soul. 
Treat the Beauty Queen in 
your life to a sumptuous 
30min chocolate scrub, 
then a rub-down in 
chocolate oil for the next 
hour at the westin 
singapore’s Heavenly 
spa by westin (available 
till December 31, tel: 
6922 6977). By the end of 
it, no calories have been 
added, only smoother 
skin and a much more 
relaxed state of mind. 
She’ll also appreciate 
the holiday skincare 
set by Clé de Peau 
beauté with equally 
nourishing ingredients. 

The gourmand 
wouldn’t be able to 
resist this: a guided trip 
to Tuscany with whole 
Journeys (wholejourneys.
com) filled with cooking 
classes, gourmet meals 
and vineyard visits. Stylish 
practicalities like an apron 
by Marimekko or salt and 
pepper shakers by Joseph 
Joseph (both at tangs)  
help in the gear-up. 
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Send your Hippie 
Traveller off the 
beaten track—shod 
in a new pair of 
bottega Veneta 
sneakers, no less—on 
a luxury trip to the 
remote mountainous 
area of Ladakh in India. 
urbane nomads 
(urbanenomads.com) 
will specially tailor 
experiences based 
on client preferences, 
which can include a 
lavishly furnished tent 
pitched close to the 
stony mountains and 
a game of polo with 
locals on ponies. 
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Check your culture vulture 
friend into the belmond 
la résidence Phou Vao 
(belmond.com) for a luxury 
immersion programme in 
Laotian heritage. The luxury 
hotel and spa offers an 
enriching package that invites 
guests to soak in the beauty 
of Luang Prabang, a UNESCO 

World Heritage town, as well 
as enjoy a cruise along the 
Mekong River, a gourmet picnic 
with a view of the towering 
mountain range and an 
experience of a local blessing 
ritual. Get her in the travel 
mood with the Kate spade  
hot air balloon bag and  
comfy repetto flats.

Gain rare access for your eco-
advocate loved one into conservation 
sites protected by the world wide 
Fund for nature with annual six-
figure sum donations for at least 
two years. Your generosity will let the 
Wildlife Champion see how funds are 
used in the non-profit organisation’s 
specific projects and interact with 
those involved in them. These diane 
von Furstenberg silk pouches will be 
handy for her travel essentials. 

The Flower Lover, who has her florist on speed 
dial, can pick up the skill of artful arrangements 
herself. A personalised floral arrangement 
workshop with award-winning Harijanto Setiawan 
of boenga (tel:  6423 1400) will give her insights 
to creating blooming masterpieces. An everyday 
floral touch comes in the form of tom Ford’s 
Velvet Orchid fragrance and a generous layer of 
Chanel’s floral-scented body cream. 

Book your sporty 
friend a spot on 
a personalised 
biking or hiking 
trip by gray & 
Co. (grayandco.
ca). From Asia to 
Africa to South 
America, the travel 
company’s activity-
packed trips include 
experienced guides, 
equipment and 
bikes, although the 
Adrenaline Junkie 
can bring along his 
shiny new Hermès 
two-wheeler that 
you threw in for 
Christmas. 

When a newly launched 
Barbie doll resembles a 
certain famous fashion 
designer, fashion lovers the 
world over pay no heed to 
their age. The one every Fab 
Fashionista wants to get 
her manicured hands on is 
the limited edition barbie 
lagerfeld (just 999 dolls 
were produced, available 
at Net-a-Porter.com). This 
pearl-studded bag by 
Chanel is a bag Barbie 
and the white-haired Pope 
of Fashion himself would 
also approve. 
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Trot out stylish footwear customisation 
sessions for her (salvatore Ferragamo’s 
made-to-order Vara or Varina shoes) and him 
(uomo Collezioni’s bespoke blue crocodile 
shoes inlaid with 22K white gold. Throw in an 
Ultimate Foot Indulgence treatment by spa Club 
at beach road (tel: 6339 9238), which includes 
a revitalising footbath, exfoliation and foot 
massage with a personal blend of essential 
oils by Aromatherapy Associates. 

The keen lensman would love you 
(more) for the leica X "Edition 
Moncler" camera, which is limited 
to 1,500 pieces. And to keep and 
show off his photographic works, 
have his best shots printed onto 
eco-friendly wooden boxes, 
calendars, photo books and 
cards by artifact uprising 
(artifactuprising.com). 

If your sun-worshipping friend 
has seen all the best beaches, 
treat her to a holiday aboard 
the alila Purnama, a majestic 
ship resembling those of 
Christopher Columbus’ days, 
with five suites all decorated 
with beautiful furnishings to 
exude a homely luxury resort 
feel. The six-night private charter 
from Secret Retreats (secret-
retreats.com) cruises from 
South Sulawesi in Indonesia 

While everyone loves Mum’s 
homemade festive fare, she might 
appreciate the break this year. Enlist 
the help of Clubvivre’s (clubvivre.
com) private chef services to cook up 
a storm for your family reunion. Pick 
a chef and customise the menu, and 
go all out with waitstaff, tableware 
and glassware. Luxe up the family 
home with cutlery by georg Jensen 
and candles by Maison Francis 
Kurkjdian at Escentials (03-02/05 
Paragon and Level 1 Tangs Beauty). 

Hostess 
with the 
Mostest

Well Heeled

Kids  
at Home

Sun 
Seeker

Shutterbug

to Komodo National Park and 
Raja Ampat. Throw in a figure-
flattering bikini from K.blu (kblu.com) 
and an Valextra Amica tote; she’ll 
bring the sunscreen.  
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Transform your child’s 
favourite spaces into magical 
wonderlands with the eclectic 
furniture pieces by gigi 
brooks (gigibrooks.com), a 
UK-based luxury furniture 
and children’s lifestyle brand 
with interior design services. Wrap up 
this lundby dollhouse 
(playhao.com) for under 
the Christmas tree. 


