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If I ever wanted a bespoke fragrance made, Fragrance Du Bois would be the place for it. Luxury covers all four corners of the room, from its posh, 
glossy all-black interior and gold accents, to the crystal chandeliers and lush velvet upholstery. It looks, feels and smells – well, it is a fragrance 
boutique – incredibly luxurious.

Clotilde, my consultant, begins by introducing me to the heart of Fragrance Du Bois’ scents – the famed oud oil, crafted exclusively from Asia 
Plantation Capital’s exquisite Aquilaria tree plantation. Deep, intense and complex, with a distinctive gold glow, oud oil is known as “liquid gold” both 
for its colour and market price. A gallon of oud costs one and half times more than a gallon of gold. It is at this point that I realise I am staring at a 
literal pot of gold. Gold that doesn’t harm the Earth to be exact, since Fragrance Du Bois only gets its oud from sustainable sources.

While oud can be worn on its own, as it is done quite commonly in the Middle East, it easily 
combines with other ingredients in the world of perfumery, changing the character of its 
complements and elevating the fragrance to an almost transcendental level of depth, intensity 
and longevity. Fragrance Du Bois’ oud is so pure, it is said to be able to stay on the skin for a 
whole day.

After a good whiff of the pure oud, I proceed with my consultation. Clotilde pulls out an iPad, 
furnished with a specially designed app that will help me find my fragrance, she explains. She 
presents a screen full of adjectives, and I am told to pick three that either best describes my 
personality or someone I want to be. It took a good couple of minutes (the list was long and I 
am terribly indecisive, okay?) before I settled on “relaxed”, “optimistic” and “sophisticated”. She 
did say to pick qualities I want to have.

A wheel then appears on the screen, with its circumference dotted with all the fragrances 
available at the boutique. A triangle takes its place at the centre of it, with each of its three 
points resting on a recommended fragrance. First up is Oud Vert Intense, a citrusy, seductive 
blend of bergamot, ginger and cardamom, balanced with geranium, cedar and musk. As she 
explains, she also picks small jars off the shelves, each containing the scent of the individual 
ingredients in the perfume, for me to take a whiff.

Oud Violet Intense is next. Thoroughly rich, sensuous and intense, Violet holds a high 
concentration of oud, mixed in with accords of mandarin, black pepper, elemi, frankincense, 
tonka bean and nutmeg, ending with citrus, musk and amber. All the powerful, sensual stuff, 
packed into one. This was the one that was matched with “sophisticated”, and while it was 
rather singular, it wasn’t my type of scent. I guess “sophisticated” and I are not meant to be.

Oud Jaune Intense, a far sweeter alternative to the first, is last. Pineapple hits first, followed by 
a melange of monoi, ylang-ylang, jasmine and orange blossom. As someone who gravitates 
towards the sweeter end of the fragrance spectrum, Jaune was quite expectedly my final 
choice. I did, however, find it a little too sweet for my taste, expressing that it lacked the 
woody and musky notes that I enjoyed in Vert. Clotilde cleverly adds cedar to Jaune, and I took 
to the result immediately.

The bespoke experience at Fragrance Du Bois works two ways – semi-bespoke and full 
bespoke. The former, like what I experienced, involves the tweaking of existing perfumes, and 
can be made in a day (S$595, 30ml). The very opulent latter involves creating a perfume from 
scratch, so that it is truly and only yours. The process can take anything from a week to a few 
months, and starts at a whopping S$15,000 for 100ml.

The bespoke experience goes right down to the packaging, where customers can choose the 
materials and colour that houses their unique scent. How does a black alligator box with red 
velvet cushioning sound? Bespoke fragrance combinations will also be kept on record, so 
customers can easily re-order them when the time comes for a fresh new bottle.

Of course, Fragrance Du Bois has a range of ready-to-wear fragrances for purchase, including 
a “younger” version of the Intense Collection, made from lower concentrations of the same 
ingredients and a younger oud oil, for those who prefer a lighter, more accessible alternative.

Fragrance Du Bois is located at The Fullerton Hotel, #01-07, 1 Fullerton Square, Singapore 
049178.    www.fragrancedubois.com


