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HOW TO MAKE THE MOST
OF THESE STUDIES

1. What is an Interactive Bible Study?

Interactive Bible Studies are a bit like a guided tour of a
famous city. They take you through a particular part of the
Bible, helping you to know where to start, pointing out
things along the way, suggesting avenues for further
exploration, and making sure that you know how to get
home. Like any good tour, the real purpose is to allow you
to go exploring for yourself—to dive in, have a good look
around, and discover for yourself the riches that God’s
word has in store.

In other words, these studies aim to provide stimula-
tion and input and point you in the right direction, while
leaving you to do plenty of the exploration and discovery
yourself.

We hope that these studies will stimulate lots of ‘inter-
action’—interaction with the Bible, with the things we've
written, with your own current thoughts and attitudes,
with other people as you discuss them, and with God as
you talk to him about it all.
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2. The format

The studies contain five main components:
sections of text that introduce, inform, summarize
and challenge
numbered questions that help you examine the
passage and think through its meaning
sidebars that provide extra bits of background or
optional extra study ideas, especially regarding other
relevant parts of the Bible
‘Implications’ sections that help you think about what
this passage means for you and your life today
suggestions for thanksgiving and prayer as you close.

3. How to use these studies on your own

Before you begin, pray that God would open your eyes
to what he is saying in the Bible, and give you the
spiritual strength to do something about it.

Work through the study, reading the text, answering
the questions about the Bible passage, and exploring
the sidebars as you have time.

Resist the temptation to skip over the ‘Implications’
and ‘Give thanks and pray’ sections at the end. It is
important that we not only hear and understand
God’s word, but also respond to it. These closing
sections help us do that.

Take what opportunities you can to talk to others
about what you've learnt.

4. How to use these studies in a small group

Much of the above applies to group study as well. The
studies are suitable for structured Bible study or cell
groups, as well as for more informal pairs and triplets.
Get together with a friend or friends and work through
them at your own pace; use them as the basis for
regular Bible study with your spouse. You don’t need
the formal structure of a ‘group’ to gain maximum
benefit.

6 » RENOVATOR'S DREAM NEHEMIAH



For small groups, it is very useful if group members can
work through the study themselves before the group
meets. The group discussion can take place comfortably
in an hour (depending on how sidetracked you get!)
if all the members have done some work in advance.
The role of the group leader is to direct the course of
the discussion and to try to draw the threads together
at the end. If you are a group leader, the material in
the appendix ‘Tips for leaders” will help you think
through how to use these studies in a group setting.
If your group members usually don’t work through
the study in advance, it’s extra important that the
leader prepares which parts to concentrate on, and
which parts to glide past more quickly. In particular,
the leader will need to select which of the ‘Implications’
to focus on.

We haven't included an ‘answer guide’ to the questions
in the studies. This is a deliberate move. We want to
give you a guided tour of the Bible, not a lecture. There
is more than enough in the text we have written and
the questions we have asked to point you in what we
think is the right direction. The rest is up to you.

5. Bible translation

Previous studies in our Interactive Bible Study series
have assumed that most readers would be using the New
International Version of the Bible. However, since the
release of the English Standard Version in 2001, many
have switched to the ESV for study purposes. For this
reason, we have decided to quote from and refer to the
ESV text, which we recommend.
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1. Have you ever made any New Year's resolutions that you didn't keep? What
went wrong?
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ATTENTION HOUSE BUILDERS, CEOs
and personnel managers! Apparently,
Nehemiah is the book for you. This Old
Testament account of the rebuilding of
part of Jerusalem has been variously
labelled as a builder’s manual, a hand-
book on management and a how-to
guide for getting your employees to do
their jobs.

But is it about any of these things?

As you might expect, there is a grain
of truth in each of these approaches to
Nehemiah. It is certainly about building
walls—but not just any backyard fence.
These are the very significant walls of
Israel’s holiest city. And yes, there’s
plenty in the book about Nehemiah the
leader, the man who convinced a foreign
king to let him return from exile to
restore his forefathers’ home. But to use
this book as a company handbook would
be to miss the point.

Nehemiah is, in fact, the diary of a
disaster. It’s the account of the many
successes—but larger failure—of one

Read Genesis 12:1-7.

leader in restoring holy living among his
people. It’s the story of how bricks and
mortar just aren’t enough to rebuild a
nation’s heart. It’s the account of how
Israel, God’s chosen people, remained in
need of a saviour at the close of what we
call the Old Testament.

Nehemiah brings the biblical record
of Israel’s rise and fall to a close—it is the
last historical Bible book before the time
of Jesus. It records how Nehemiah left
his position as a high official in the court
of the Persian king to return to Israel to
rebuild the city walls. It tells of how
those Jews who returned from exile also
turned away from their sins and recom-
mitted themselves to the Law of Moses.
But, tragically, it also reveals their return
to old sinful ways—the ways that had
brought God’s judgement upon their
forefathers.

As we approach this book, let’s look
back to the beginning of God’s relation-
ship with Israel.

2. What does God promise to do for Abram's descendants, and for the whole

world?
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Read Deuteronomy 29:22-30:6.

3. As Israel is about to enter the Promised Land, what warning does God give?

4. What promise does God make?

ISRAEL WAS GIVEN VERY CLEAR
instructions about how to live in the
Promised Land. God couldn’t have made
it plainer. At the same time that he made
the promises, God revealed to Israel that
they wouldn’t be able to keep his word—
they would fall short and turn against
him. But even then, God promised that

Read Nehemiah 1.

he would ‘restore their fortunes’ if they
turned back to him with all their heart
and soul. This pattern of instruction, sin,
repentance and restoration would occur
time and again in Israel’s history.

So at the point where Nehemiah
begins, what is the state of God’s rela-
tionship with Israel?

5. What is the situation for Israel and for Nehemiah as he writes?
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6. Nehemiah is written in the style of a diary. What do we learn here in chapter 1
about Nehemiah, the man?

7. Summarize Nehemiah's request to God.

8. Nehemiah remembers some of God's earlier promises. What were they (Lev
26:33; Deut 30:4; 1 Kgs 8:48-49)?

9. What is the required starting point for Israel's renewed relationship with God
(v. 9)?
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First the good news

NEHEMIAH’S CONFIDENCE COMES
from his understanding of God’s prom-
ises. When God makes a promise, he
keeps it through years and generations.
When you know what God has promised
in his word, you can be sure that it will
come about. This is good news when the

Read Nehemiah 2.

promise is that he will keep his “stead-
fast love with those who love him and
keep his commandments” (1:5)—but
bad news when Israel hasn’t kept its side
of the bargain.

Nehemiah sets about to bring Israel
back to God.

10. What does Nehemiah want to do, and why?

11. Why does the king grant his requests?

12. What are Sanballat and Tobiah worried about (v. 10)? How do they react to

Nehemiah's plan (v. 19)?

Make a mental note to watch these two characters through the rest of the book.
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13. Why is Nehemiah confident that he will succeed (vv. 18, 20)?

Implications

e Why can Nehemiah say that those opposing him "have no portion or right or
claim in Jerusalem"? (1:20)

e There is a conflict between authorities in this chapter. In what ways do you
feel threatened by authorities other than God himself? In what areas do you

find it difficult to maintain a commitment to “the God of heaven" above all
others?
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¢ Do you feel that God will keep his promises? Why/why not?

® In what ways does Nehemiah's prayer demonstrate his good grasp of God's
character? How can such knowledge help us in our prayers?

Give thanks and pray

e Thank God for being “the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and
steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments”.

® Ask God to help you trust that he is in control of the whole world, including
people who jeer and despise God and his people.

e Pray for yourself and for Christians in your church and all over the world,
keeping in mind the great example of Nehemiah in chapter 1, that you would
be prayerful servants who delight in the fear of the Lord.
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» TIPS FOR LEADERS

Introductory notes for leaders

HE STUDIES IN Renovator’s Dream, like all of the

Interactive and Topical Bible Studies from Matthias
Media, are designed to fall somewhere between a sermon
and a set of plain discussion questions. The idea is to pro-
vide a little more direction and information than you
would normally see in a set of printed Bible studies, but
to maintain an emphasis on personal investigation,
thought, discovery and application. We aim to give input
and help, without doing all the work for the
reader/studier.

If you're about to lead your group through these studies
on Nehemiah, get ready for a few surprises! The first sur-
prise is that Nehemiah isn’t nearly as dull as some people
in your group might be expecting. It’s a first-person
account of determination and intrigue that could easily
have you and your group members sitting on the edge of
your seats.

The second surprise is that the contents of the book of
Nehemiah may differ from what people are expecting.
There is a long tradition of treating Nehemiah as the
Bible’s ‘leadership guru’'—the Tom Peters or Stephen R
Covey of ancient Israel. But a careful reading of the text
will show that in spite of Nehemiah’s pursuit of excellence,
and even though he adopted all seven habits of highly
effective leadership, this is a story of failure. The stony
walls of Israel were rebuilt, but the stony hearts of Israel
remained. The story may climax with a great celebration
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of repentance, but it is followed by a dramatic anti-climax
that leaves Nehemiah wringing his hands, and the reader
wondering what sort of leader it will ultimately take to
change the hearts of Israel.

So what tips will help you effectively lead your study
group through Nehemiah? First and most importantly,
please read the whole of Nehemiah in a single sitting
before you start leading your group. Note Nehemiah’s
noble dream at the start of the book, and weigh up his
progress as the story unfolds. Note the glorious threefold
promises of obedience made by enthusiastic Israel, and
then watch how the promises pan out.

Stephen R Covey says that highly effective leaders will
always “begin with the end in mind”. In the case of
Nehemiah, that’s great advice. Having the end in mind
doesn’t mean you don’t enjoy the process of discovery.
Your job as leader is to guide your group through this
process over a number of weeks. Enjoy the perseverance
of the builders, celebrate the good times along the way,
but leave room for a note of incompletion and dissatisfac-
tion. And feel the frustration at the end of the book that
leaves you longing for something more.

Significantly, Nehemiah is the final book in the histor-
ical narratives of the Old Testament. It’s important that,
as group leader, you have a clear grasp of the fact that the
whole Old Testament leads us to, and prepares us for, the
coming of Jesus Christ. And what better way for the Old
Testament story to close than with the story of a leader
who almost made the grade, but who couldn’t change
hearts?

Phil Campbell and Greg Clarke
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LIKE ALL OUR STUDIES, THESE are designed to work in
a group on the assumption that the group members have
worked through the material in advance. If this is not hap-
pening in your group, it will obviously change the way you
lead the study.

If the group is preparing ...

If all is well, and the group is well prepared, then reading
through all the text and answering all the questions will
be time consuming and probably quite boring. These stud-
ies are not designed to work this way in a group.

The leader needs to go through the study thoroughly
in advance and work out how to lead a group discussion
using the text and questions as a basis. You should be able
to follow the order of the study through pretty much as it
is written. But you will need to work out which things you
are going to omit, which you are going to glide over quite
quickly, and which you are going to concentrate on and
perhaps add supplementary discussion questions to.

Obviously, as with all studies, this process of selection
and augmentation will be based on what your aims are for
this study for your particular group. You need to work out
where you want to get to as a main emphasis or teaching
point or application point at the end. The material itself
will certainly head you in a particular direction, but there
will usually be various emphases you can bring out, and a
variety of applications to think about.

The slabs of text need to be treated as a resource for
discussion, not something to be simply read out. This will
mean highlighting portions to talk about, adding supple-
mentary discussion questions and ideas to provoke discus-
sion where you think that would be helpful for your
particular group, and so on.

The same is true for the Bible study and ‘Implications’
questions. You need to be selective, according to where
you want the whole thing to go. Some questions you will
want to do fairly quickly or omit altogether. Others you
will want to concentrate on—because they are difficult or
because they are crucial or both— and in these cases you
may want to add a few questions of your own if you think
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it would help.

You may also need to add some probing questions of
your own if your group is giving too many ‘pat’ answers,
or just reproducing the ideas in the text sections without
actually grappling with the biblical text for themselves.

There is room for flexibility. Some groups, for example,
read the text and do the Bible study questions in advance,
but save the ‘Implications’ questions for the group discus-
sion.

If the group isn't preparing ...
This obviously makes the whole thing a lot harder (as with
any study). Most of the above still applies. But if your
group is not doing much preparation, your role is even
more crucial and active. You will have to be even more
careful in your selection and emphasis and supplementary
questions—you will have to convey the basic content, as
well as develop it in the direction of personal application.
Reading through the whole study in the group will still be
hard going. In your selection, you will probably need to
read more sections of text together (selecting the import-
ant bits), and will not be able to glide over comprehension
questions so easily.

If the group is not preparing, it does make it harder—
not impossible, but a good reason for encouraging your
group to do at least some preparation.

Conclusion

No set of printed studies can guarantee a good group
learning experience. No book can take the place of a well-
prepared thoughtful leader who knows where he or she
wants to take the group, and guides them gently along that
path.

Our Bible studies aim to be a resource and handbook
for that process. They will do a lot of the work for you. All
the same, they need to be used not simply followed.

Tony Payne
Series Editor

68 » RENOVATOR'S DREAM NEHEMIAH



» matthiasmedia

Matthias Media is an evangelical publishing ministry that seeks to persuade all
Christians of the truth of God’s purposes in Jesus Christ as revealed in the Bible,
and equip them with high-quality resources, so that by the work of the Holy Spirit
they will:

abandon their lives to the honour and service of Christ in daily holiness

and decision-making

pray constantly in Christ’s name for the fruitfulness and growth of his gospel
speak the Bible’s life-changing word whenever and however they can—

in the home, in the world and in the fellowship of his people.

It was in 1988 that we first started pursuing this mission, and in God’s kindness
we now have more than 300 different ministry resources being used all over the
world. These resources range from Bible studies and books through to training
courses and audio sermons.

To find out more about our large range of very useful resources, and to access
samples and free downloads, visit our website:

www.matthiasmedia.com.au

How to buy our resources
1. Direct from us over the internet:

Register at our website for our
free regular email update
to receive information about
www.matthiasmedia.com.au the latest new resources,

) exclusive special offers,
2. Direct from us by phone: and free articles to help you

— in the US: 1 866 407 4530 grow in your Christian life
— in Australia: 1800 814 360 and ministry.

(Sydney: 9663 1478)
— international: +61-2-9663-1478

— in the US: www.matthiasmedia.com
— in Australia and the rest of the world:

3. Through a range of outlets in various parts of the world.
Visit www.matthiasmedia.com.au/information/contact-us for
details about recommended retailers in your part of the world, including
www.thegoodbook.co.uk in the United Kingdom.

4. Trade enquiries can be addressed to:
— in the US and Canada: sales@matthiasmedia.com
— in Australia and the rest of the world: sales@matthiasmedia.com.au




Other Interactive and Topical Bible Studies from Matthias Media

Our Interactive Bible Studies (IBS) and Topical Bible Studies (TBS) are a valuable resource to help you keep
feeding from God's word. The IBS series works through passages and books of the Bible; the TBS series pulls
together the Bible's teaching on topics such as money or prayer. As at January 2011, the series contains the

following titles:

Beyond Eden
GENESIS 1-11

Authors: Phillip Jensen and
Tony Payne, 9 studies

Out of Darkness
EXODUS 1-18
Author: Andrew Reid, 8 studies

The Shadow of Glory
EXODUS 19-40
Author: Andrew Reid, 7 studies

The One and Only
DEUTERONOMY
Author: Bryson Smith, 8 studies

The Good, the Bad
and the Ugly
JUDGES

Author: Mark Baddeley,
10 studies

Famine and Fortune
RUTH

Authors: Barry Webb and
David Hohne, 4 studies

Renovator's Dream
NEHEMIAH

Authors: Phil Campbell and
Greg Clarke, 7 studies

The Eye of the Storm
JoB
Author: Bryson Smith, 6 studies

The Beginning of Wisdom
PROVERBS VOLUME 1
Author: Joshua Ng, 7 studies

The Search for Meaning
ECCLESIASTES
Author: Tim McMahon, 9 studies

Two Cities

ISAIAH

Authors: Andrew Reid and
Karen Morris, 9 studies

Kingdom of Dreams
DANIEL

Authors: Andrew Reid and
Karen Morris, 9 studies

Burning Desire
OBADIAH AND MALACHI
Authors: Phillip Jensen and
Richard Pulley, 6 studies

Warning Signs
JONAH
Author: Andrew Reid, 6 studies

On That Day
ZECHARIAH
Author: Tim McMahon, 8 studies

Full of Promise

THE BIG PICTURE OF THE O.T.
Authors: Phil Campbell

and Bryson Smith, 8 studies

The Good Living Guide
MATTHEW 5:1-12

Authors: Phillip Jensen and
Tony Payne, 9 studies

News of the Hour
MARK

Authors: Peter Bolt and Tony
Payne, 10 studies

Proclaiming the Risen
Lord

LUKE 24-ACTS 2

Author: Peter Bolt, 6 studies

Mission Unstoppable
ACTS
Author: Bryson Smith, 10 studies

The Free Gift of Life
ROMANS 1-5
Author: Gordon Cheng, 8 studies

The Free Gift of Sonship
ROMANS 6-11
Author: Gordon Cheng, 8 studies

The Freedom of
Christian Living

ROMANS 12-16

Author: Gordon Cheng, 7 studies

Free for All
GALATIANS

Authors: Phillip Jensen
and Kel Richards, 8 studies

Walk this Way
EPHESIANS
Author: Bryson Smith, 8 studies

Partners for Life
PHILIPPIANS
Author: Tim Thorburn, 8 studies

The Complete Christian
COLOSSIANS

Authors: Phillip Jensen and
Tony Payne, 8 studies

To the Householder
1 TIMOTHY

Authors: Phillip Jensen and
Greg Clarke, 9 studies

Run the Race
2 TIMOTHY
Author: Bryson Smith, 6 studies

The Path to Godliness
TITUS

Authors: Phillip Jensen and
Tony Payne, 7 studies

From Shadow to Reality
HEBREWS
Author: Joshua Ng, 10 studies

The Implanted Word
JAMES

Authors: Phillip Jensen and
Kirsten Birkett, 8 studies

Homeward Bound

1 PETER

Authors: Phillip Jensen and
Tony Payne, 10 studies

All You Need to Know
2 PETER
Author: Bryson Smith, 6 studies

The Vision Statement
REVELATION
Author: Greg Clarke, 9 studies

Bold | Approach
PRAYER
Author: Tony Payne, 6 studies

Cash Values
MONEY
Author: Tony Payne, 5 studies

Sing for Joy
SINGING IN CHURCH
Author: Nathan Lovell, 6 studies

The Blueprint
DOCTRINE

Authors: Phillip Jensen and
Tony Payne, 9 studies

Woman of God
THE BIBLE ON WOMEN
Author: Terry Blowes, 8 studies



Also from Matthias Media

Full of Promise

The big picture of the Old Testament

If you've always wondered what the Old
Testament is really about ...
If you feel like the Old Testament is a

FULL OF confusing mix of hard-to-understand laws
PROMISE and boring history ...
: If you've ever been confused about how the
5 ‘ Old Testament relates to Jesus ...

.. then you need Full of Promise.

In Full of Promise, Phil Campbell and Bryson
Smith take us on an exciting tour of the Old
Testament. In just eight studies, we see the big
breathtaking picture of creation, the fall and
the history of God’s dealings with Israel—the whole story, with all its ups and
downs, and with the certainty of God’s promise shining through.

These invaluable studies help us to understand the message of the whole Bible.
They show us not only the big picture of the Old Testament, but how the pieces
tit together, and how they point to the One who was to come: Jesus, in whom
all God’s promises are Yes and Amen.

Ideal for small groups and individuals.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ORDER CONTACT:

Matthias Media Matthias Media (USA)
Telephone: +61-2-9663-1478 Telephone: 1-866-407-4530
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Also from Matthias Media

Growth Groups

A training course in how to
lead small groups

Growth Groups is for any Christian or group of
Christians committed to equipping leaders of
God’s people. It is designed to train leaders
who can teach the Bible and pray with other
Christians. It will prepare leaders to gather to-
gether fellow-believers in evangelistic enter-
prise. In short, it will equip leaders to grow
Christians and grow the gospel. The course is
for anyone who wants to pursue these ends.

This manual can also stand alone as a valuable
guide for leaders to work through on their own
if they can’t join a course with other leaders.

There is also a set of trainer notes to assist those who want to run the training

course.
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ORDER CONTACT:

Matthias Media Matthias Media (USA)
Telephone: +61-2-9663-1478 Telephone: 1-866-407-4530
Facsimile: +61-2-9663-3265 Facsimile: 330-953-1712

Email: sales@matthiasmedia.com.au Email: sales@matthiasmedia.com
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RENOVATOR'S
DREAM

It has been called a builder's manual, a handbook on
management and a how-to guide for getting your
employees to do their jobs. But is leadership and building really what the
book of Nehemiah is all about?

The book of Nehemiah brings the biblical record of Israel's rise and fall
to a close—it is the last historical Bible book before the time of Jesus.
It records how Nehemiah left his position as a high official in the court
of the Persian king to return to Israel to rebuild the city walls. It's the
account of how Israel ceremoniously recommitted itself to the law of
Moses—only to fail yet again to obey it.

It's a renovator's dream—and a renovator's nightmare.

In these seven studies, you will see the history of Israel through
Nehemiah's eyes, experiencing the many successes—but larger failure—of
one leader to restore holy living among his people. This is the story of
how bricks and mortar just aren't enough to rebuild a nation’s heart.

Ideal for small groups or individuals.
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